
Do U Want It?
An ABIS Productions Film

Directed by Josh Freund and Sam Radutzky  
Produced by Josh Freund, Sam Radutzky, & Alex Mallonee 

Editor: Josh Freund, Sam Radutzky, & Manuel Tsingaris

Running Time: 01:34:55 (95 Minutes) 
Still Photography available upon request 

Do U Want It? Page | 1

mailto:jennifer.dargan@turner.com


Do U Want It?

“Just like John Gros and the music of Papa Grows Funk itself, the film explodes 
with the life, rhythm, and soul of New Orleans.”

     Quint Davis, Producer and Director, New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival

"Do U Want It? captures the joy and the difficulties of being a band and of 
being a leader and sideman. There are so many intricacies that go into being a 
musician, and I don't think that most people recognize them. This documentary 
reveals those intricacies in a way that shows the deep and complex relationships 
between the music, the musicians, the road life, and the great city and tradition 
of New Orleans. I was transfixed!"

Jeff Coffin, Dave Matthews Band
"This documentary, in all truthfulness, is the story of most of our lives as New 
Orleans musicians over the last fifty years. New Orleans Musicians, as well 
versed as we are in our craft, have a hard time breaking into the mainstream 
music scene. That causes frustrations which are honestly portrayed in this movie. 
This movie represents not just this band but our collective reality."  

George Porter, Jr., The Meters

"Having covered the New Orleans music scene for 25 years now, its portrayal in 
'Do U Want It?,' as personified by the members of Papa Grows Funk, struck me 
as both authentic and accurate. The documentary neatly sums up the qualities 
that make the New Orleans scene so special, as well as the issues that, to some, 
make it so frustrating."

     Keith Spera, Journalist

Praise for Do U Want It?
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Logline 

Do U Want It? uses the story of legendary New Orleans band Papa Grows funk as a vehicle to 
explore the complex nature of success. 

Synopsis 

Do U Want It? is an exploration and celebration of the musical culture of New Orleans. The film 
chronicles the rise of legendary New Orleans' band Papa Grows Funk and uses their illustrious 
thirteen year career, from formation up to the band's emotional final shows, as a vehicle to explore 
the nuances of success and struggle in the greatest musical city in the world. 

Founded in 2000, the band was formed when frontman John Gros assembled a jam session to play 
one night at the Old Point Bar in Algiers Point, LA using the opportunity to invite a group of elite 
local musicians to join him. Coming from a variety of different musical backgrounds, this team 
included Japanese guitar virtuoso June Yamagishi, soulful saxophonist Jason Mingledorff, “slay-the-
groove-master” Marc Pero, and drummer/mad man Russell Batiste Jr. Together they became Papa 
Grows Funk. 

From this serendipitous beginning the band flourished, moving their weekly residency to the iconic 
Maple Leaf Bar where they would continue to play nearly every Monday night for the next twelve 
years. The band quickly became a staple within the community, inspiring legions of diehard fans and 
admiration from New Orleans’ musical royalty. 

While New Orleans nurtured them creatively and made them a success locally, the city also inhibited 
their ability to sustain a national presence. New Orleans is a city that runs on music with more live 
shows per capita than anywhere else in the world. This fosters an environment in which the potential 
to make a comfortable living as a professional musician is realistically attainable. The members of 
Papa Grows Funk took advantage of this, enjoying artistic autonomy by playing in multiple bands 
around town. Additionally, no one in the band was a young man, and their careers, mortgages and 
families were all in New Orleans. These factors prevented the band members from fully committing 
to Papa Grows Funk which inhibited the band’s ability to grow.  

As the band leader, Gros decided the only path left for the band to take was to record an album 
unlike any they had made in the past. By hiring New Orleans' musical icon Allen Toussaint and 
Better Than Ezra bassist Tom Drummond to co-produce the album, and by making a conscious 
effort to emphasize vocals and song structure, Gros believed the band could attract a wider 
audience. In the end, Gros’s decision to force the other band members out of their creative comfort 
zones brought to the surface greater internal problems that had been brewing and ultimately led to 
the band’s decision to take an indefinite hiatus. 

Do U Want It? follows Papa Grows Funk as they embark on their farewell tour. The film asks the 
question- what is “success?” Is it filling out large concert venues, selling records, and gaining 
widespread recognition? Or is it playing with your best friends and family every week, being part of 
a community, and going home, not rich, but with enough money in your pocket to do it all again 
tomorrow? 

Do U Want It?
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About the Filmmakers 

Josh Freund -  Director, Writer, Cinematographer, Producer, and Editor 

Josh has a passion for storytelling. Born and raised in Oakland, California, Josh studied 
documentary filmmaking at Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism. Upon 
graduating, Josh moved to and fell in love with the city of New Orleans where, along with 
Sam Radutzky, he soon created ABIS Productions, a video production company dedicated 
to creating content for bands and musicians. Over time, Josh built ABIS (Always Believe In 
Something) into the city’s premiere production house for musicians to turn to for their 
content needs while filming countless live performances all over the country. He also served 
as Chief Operating Officer on Bloody Sunday Sessions, a stripped down live performance 
web series shot on mule-drawn carriages that winds through the streets of New Orleans. 
Josh was responsible for booking national and local bands and coordinating all 
productions. Josh currently lives in Oakland and has built a successful freelance career as a 
commercial director and cinematographer. Some of his clients include Nike, Chevrolet, 
Google, Jameson Whiskey, The Smithsonian Institute and the San Francisco Giants. 
Working on this film has kept him close to the city that captured his heart. He is proud to 
present ABIS Production’s first feature length film and his directorial debut, Do U Want It?

Sam Radutzky - Director, Producer, Cinematographer, Writer and Editor

Sam’s two true passions in life are music and movies. Born and raised in Roslyn, NY, Sam 
attended Northwestern University where he earned a Bachelor of Science in Film with a 
minor in Business. It was in college that he fell in love with documentary storytelling. He 
followed the band, The Main Squeeze, for eight months during his senior year, 
documenting their ascension from college band to up-and-coming national act. After 
graduating college, his passion for music and filmmaking led him to New Orleans where he 
co-founded ABIS Productions. ABIS Productions is a video production company devoted to 
creating premium video content for bands and musicians. Through ABIS Productions, Sam 
has produced content for over 100 bands, from Grammy-award winning artists such as 
Arcade Fire and Taj Mahal, to staples of the New Orleans music scene like Jon Cleary, 
Rebirth Brass Band, The Soul Rebels and Jamison Ross, to name a few. He is also a 
Producer, DP and Editor on Bloody Sunday Sessions, a web series that features stripped 
down, live music performances shot on mule-drawn carriages as they wind through the 
streets of New Orleans. Sam Radutzky also works as a freelance Director, DP and Editor on 
all kinds of projects around the country. Some of his clients include Vice Media, Live 
Nation, Pernod Ricard, Jameson Whiskey, Tama Drums, Paiste Cymbals, and Omni Hotels. 
Sam has also worked as a First AC on commercials for Ochsner Health System, and the Safe 
Step Walk-In Tub Company as well as on a feature length documentary for ARTE TV 
network. He was also an on-set PA on the HBO series, Treme. Do U Want? is the first 
feature film from ABIS Productions and marks Sam's directorial debut. 

Do U Want It?
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About the Filmmakers

Manuel Tsingaris -  Editor & Story Consultant
Manuel Adrian Tsingaris has been an editor for over twenty years. Most recently he edited 
the feature documentary, Alive Inside, which won the US Audience Award for Best 
Documentary at Sundance 2014. He also was an Editor on The Latino Americans, a 6-hour 
PBS mini-series retelling US history through a Latin lens which won a Peabody Award, and 
Purgatorio, which premiered at the Guadalajara International Film Festival. Long Gone 
won Best Documentary at Slamdance, and China Blue was an official selection at the 
Toronto International Film Festival and won the Amnesty International Human Rights 
Award at IDFA in Amsterdam. A Dream in Doubt received a Grand Jury Honorable 
Mention Award at Slamdance. Writ Writer was an official selection at SXSW 2008 and aired 
on Independent Lens on PBS. DOGTOWN REDEMPTION aired on Independent Lens in 
early 2016.  Other past work includes The Rugby Player, Uncle Gloria and A Test of 
Courage.

Alex Mallonee - Producer 
Born in San Francisco and raised in the suburbs of the Bay Area, Alex has always had a 
desire to make films. Maybe it was his parent’s refusal to pay for broadcast or cable 
television when he was a child that backfired and led him to pursue a career in the film 
industry. After graduating from the University of California at Santa Cruz with a degree in 
Film and Digital Media, Alex returned to the Bay Area, taking up residency in Oakland, 
where he works as a freelance director, producer, and editor while creating his own short 
films and music videos. Alex joined the Do U Want It? production team in early 2016 to 
craft a film festival and disruption strategy. Through his friendship with Josh and Sam, 
Alex has visited and developed a great appreciation for the city of New Orleans, 
especially the sense of community, amazing music, and delicious food. Do U Want It? is 
Alex’s first foray into documentary filmmaking. He is incredibly proud to be part of this 
project and to celebrate PGF, and the rich culture associated with the band.   
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Director’s Statement 

Josh Freund

When you go see the same band play every Monday night at the same venue, week after week, and with 
relentless consistency, that show alone propels you to feel energized and enlivened through Thursday, you 
know you’re experiencing something special. I was there, along with my roommate Sam Radutzky, seeing 
Papa Grows Funk at The Maple Leaf Bar Monday after Monday dancing til the wee hours of the night 
basking in the wonders of my new life. 

In September of 2012, I moved to New Orleans seeking a new adventure at age 21. All I knew about the city 
was that I loved its music, a discovery that came from Sam sharing his vast music library with me during 
college. Five months after I arrived in New Orleans and 12 years after Papa Grows Funk began playing every 
Monday at The Maple Leaf, the band announced their intention to go on a hiatus after a final farewell tour. 
Although my relationship with the band was young in comparison to other regulars, I was crushed by the 
news. 

At the time I was falling head over heels in love with New Orleans, a city that elevates community above all 
else, where you hear the local radio station, WWOZ, promote its home-grown talent whether in the bank or 
the grocery store. Rather than shun outsiders, I felt the city’s residents welcome me, inviting me to learn and 
participate in its rich cultural traditions from second line parades to backyard crawfish boils. I appreciated 
one facet of New Orleans life more than any other- the fact that I found no wall between its musicians and 
its fans. World class musicians are your next door neighbors, and the fans and musicians need and depend 
on each other for sustenance. To me, Papa Grows Funk fully encapsulated this symbiotic relationship and 
became my favorite entry point to connect with New Orleans. Their impending departure felt like sacrilege.

After the hiatus announcement, Sam and I approached John Gros, the bandleader of Papa Grows Funk, 
about doing a commemorative short film on the band to celebrate their legacy. John was into the idea, and 
he immediately  connected us with our first interview subjects– George Porter Jr. (the New Orleans bass 
player), Quint Davis (Director and Producer of the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival), Allen Toussaint 
(Rock & Roll Hall of Fame), and several long-time friends of the band. Through his introductions, we were 
able to speak with people who’d been alongside Papa Grows Funk for the last 12 years. The members of 
Papa Grows Funk were much more than a band to the people we interviewed. They were family. They were 
community. They were joy, release, consistency and dependability. Sam and I quickly realized that the 
band’s story was far bigger than the band itself and served as a lens to explore the complex New Orleans 
music scene. In order to tell this story the right way, we decided to create a feature length documentary 
rather than a short. 

We followed the band to Austin and New York on their farewell tour. We filmed over 50 interviews and eight 
full concerts. And we sat listening to folks share stories about the band, which eventually turned into over 
200 pages of typed interview transcriptions. Six months after we began production, Papa Grows Funk 
played their final show ever. I’ll never forget the explosive energy in Tipitina’s that night. In the three years 
of editing since that final show, I realized over and over that the themes of the movie resonated with the 
themes of my life. 

As I cut scenes that explored the band struggling to navigate their commitment to their home-town 
residency with their ambitions to solidify themselves as a stalwart on a national level, I wrestled with similar 
ideas in my personal life. I decided to move to the Bay Area partially to be a bigger fish in a bigger sea, and 
New Orleans was hard to walk away from. As I deciphered what contentment meant to these New Orleans 
musicians, I wondered what I wanted and needed to accomplish with my life. What was enough for me to 
be happy? To be fulfilled as an artist? Ultimately I think questions like these are meant to provoke 
contemplation rather than be answered definitively. Do U Want It? invites the viewer to think about these 
ideas and provides an intimate and honest look into the soul of a band in the most soulful city in the world. 

Do U Want It?
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Director’s Statement 

Sam Raduztky

I’ve been a serious live music fan since I was about 10 years old, and since then, I’ve been 
fascinated by the way an impromptu community can form as people collectively get lost in a live 
music performance. It wasn’t long after my first concert experiences that I was turned on to some of 
the modern funk bands from New Orleans like Jon Cleary and the Absolute Monster Gentlemen, 
The Funky Meters, Dumpstaphunk, Galactic and Papa Grows Funk. I fell in love with the sounds of 
these bands and was drawn to the fact that there was clearly something in their music that 
connected them. I soon learned that they were part of an American musical tradition whose 
influence and importance to the world cannot be overstated. As I started to learn more about New 
Orleans music, and specifically New Orleans funk, I quickly began to see New Orleans as this 
magical music oasis unlike anywhere else in the world. As a sophomore in college, I visited New 
Orleans for the first time during Mardi Gras and spent pretty much my entire time there devouring 
live music. I couldn’t believe that so many bands and musicians that I had come to love called this 
city home and that there were so many unique and incredible venues where you could constantly 
see them play. I could tell from my first visit that a tightly knit local community of fans and 
musicians existed around these iconic musical spaces like The Maple Leaf Bar, Tipitina’s and 
Frenchman Street. I so deeply wanted to be a part of this musical world, one that as a visitor I could 
only observe from a distance with bewilderment and amazement.

I moved to New Orleans right after graduating college in the summer of 2012 with my friend and 
co-director of “Do U Want It?” Josh Freund to start a video production company devoted to 
creating content for bands and musicians. Since its formation, ABIS Productions has devoted itself 
to capturing the incredible live music experiences that are a part of everyday life in New Orleans 
and presented them to the world.   ABIS strives to faithfully document these world class bands 
performing in their most comfortable environments to serve both music fans all over the world and 
the musicians of the city. 

Papa Grows Funk’s Monday night show at The Maple Leaf Bar quickly became something Josh and 
I attended every single week. To me, those Maple Leaf shows were the essence of what I was 
looking for when I moved to New Orleans. It seemed like every week, the band was having just as 
much fun, if not more fun, than everyone in the crowd. I quickly began to see familiar  faces week 
after week, and I felt myself becoming a small part of this community that I admired so much upon 
my first visits to the city. When the band announced that they were breaking up, it was a sad and 
confusing moment for me and Josh. We had the idea of creating a short film about the band that 
would document their music and their importance to the music scene of New Orleans. As soon as 
we started interviewing some of the most influential members of the New Orleans music scene like 
Allen Toussaint and George Porter Jr., it became clear that Papa Grows Funk’s story served as a 
great vehicle to explore the inner workings of the New Orleans music culture at large. It was with 
this realization that the feature length documentary film, “Do U Want It?” was born. The film 
explores what it’s like to be a professional musician in the greatest musical city in the world and, 
more broadly, the different ways in which artists evaluate success. The process of creating this film 
has given me a greater understanding of a musical culture that I have idolized for so long, and has 
given me an even deeper love and appreciation for the city that I now call home. 

 

Do U Want It?
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About ABIS Productions

ABIS Productions is New Orleans’ premiere video production company making live performance 
videos, music videos, commercials and feature length documentaries. ABIS was founded in 2012 by 
three Northwestern graduates who found themselves living in New Orleans, the greatest music city in 
the world, and having been profoundly moved by the culture and, of course, the music there, 
decided to dedicate their lives to it. ABIS Productions is proud to present their first full length 
documentary feature film Do U Want It?  But don’t worry, it won’t be their last.

About Tanco Toons

TancoToons is an animation and media arts group based out of Lafayette, Louisiana headed by visual 
artists James and Jo Ellen Tancill.

About the Band
Papa Grow's Funk 

Booty shaking party music best summed up the inimitable Papa Grows Funk, one of the most 
successful funk bands to emanate from New Orleans. Rooted in improvisation, the group of all-star 
musicians was led by Hammond B3 keyboardist and lead vocalist, John Gros, and built its 
enthusiastic vibe on a long-standing musical tradition that dates back to the hot jazz of the 
legends, Fats Domino and Louis Armstrong. 

Papa Grows Funk fused the individual talents of its members into one unique sound, but retained 
the first spark they ignited while jamming together at the Maple Leaf Bar where they held a 12-year 
weekly residency. The band played over 1000 shows for its international fan base. From the 
Highline Ballroom in New York City to the Great American Music Hall in San Francisco, from the 
Nancy Jazz Festival in France to the Fuji Rock Festival in Japan, Papa Grows Funk brought their 
“Mardi Gras in a bottle” music to iconic clubs from coast to coast and renowned festivals 
worldwide.

With no play lists and no rehearsals each Papa Grows Funk performance was its own masterpiece 
of funk. But one thing was consistent: whether it was jam band college kids or seersucker wearing 
professionals, five folks or 100,000, after John Gros announced “We’re Papa Grows Funk from the 
great city of New Orleans,” the crowd went wild. 

Papa Grows Funk has been on indefinite hiatus since their final performance on June 29, 2013. 

Papa Grows Funk
John Gros – Hammond B3 organ and lead vocals
June Yamagishi- Guitar, backing vocals
Marc Pero – Bass
Jason Mingledorff – Saxophones, backing vocals
Jeffery “Jellybean” Alexander – Drums, backing vocals (2005-2013)
Russell Batiste - Drums (2000-2005)

http://sutorkolonko.de/
http://sutorkolonko.de/in_production/the_punch.html
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Copyright© 2016 by ABIS Productions, LLC. 
All Rights Reserved. 

ABIS PRODUCTIONS, LLC.  are the authors of this motion pictures for purposes of copyright and 
other laws.  Ownership of this motion picture is protected by copyright and other applicable laws, 
and any unauthorized duplication, distribution, or exhibition of this motion picture could result in 

criminal prosecution as well as civil liability.  

Do U Want It?

Social Media 

Facebook 
Facebook.com/douwantitfilm

Instagram 
@douwantit_film

Twitter 
@douwantitfilm

Digital 
www.douwantitfilm.com
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